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SHORE-BASED COMPUTERIZED PROGRAMS FOR DAMAGE
STABILITY & RESIDUAL STRUCTURAL STRENGTH CALCULATIONS

1. The addition of a new Regulation 37.4 to the revised MARPOL 73/78 Annex I
will come into force on 01 January 2007. This new requirement shall apply to both
new and existing oil tankers.

2. The new regulation reads “All oil tankers of 5000 tonnes deadweight or
more shall have prompt access to computerized shore-based damage stability
and residual structural strength calculation programs”.

3. The following items / conditions shall be verified by the attending surveyor
during the course of a survey:

a. Existence of a contract between the ship and a shore-based service
provider with access to an up-to-date computer model of the ship, and that
a copy of such contract is available onboard.

b. Existence of a statement from the shore-based service provider indicating
that proven computer hardware and software with trained personnel are
available and capable of providing computer calculation capabilities as per
the regulation.

c. Master having easy access to the shore-based service provider at any time.

d. Indication of the contact details of the shore-based service provider to the
list of contact points in the SOPEP manual.

4. This circular shall take immediate effect.
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