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Dear All 

1 ) The International Convention for the Control and Management of Ships' 
Ballast Water and Sediments had been adopted at an International Conference 
held from 9 to13 February 2004 at IMO. The Convention required all ships to 
implement a Ballast Water Management Plan, Ballast record book and will be 
required to carry out ballast water management procedures to a given standard.  

2 ) As instructed by BMW 2004 convention, ships are required to be surveyed 
and certified (Article 7) and may be inspected by port State control officers 
(Article 9) who can verify that the ship has a valid certificate; inspect the Ballast 
Water Record Book; and/or sample the ballast water. If there are concerns, then 
a detailed inspection may be carried out by PSCO. 

3 ) The Paris MoU had approved the Guidelines for Port State Control 
inspections for compliance with the BWM Convention on   11 May 2007 at  their 
40th session committee meeting and  submitted the text of these guidelines( as 
set of at the annex to this circular) 
The guidelines provided basic requirements for vessels including submersibles, 
floating crafts, floating platforms, FSU and FPSOs designed or constructed to 
carry ballast water.  

4 ) The guidelines appendixed to this circular are guidance for Administration, 
Ship owners, Ship managers, Master and his crew for achievement of efficient 
and effective Ballast Water Management onboard and to  avoid a ship being 
unduly detained or delayed by PSC inspection.  

Appendix: “Guidelines for PSC inspection for compliance with BWM convention 
2004 “ 
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